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DESCRIPTION	  
Whether	  you	  are	  a	  budding	  fashion	  designer	  or	  illustrator,	  or	  simply	  wish	  to	  learn	  more	  
illustration	  techniques	  using	  Adobe	  Photoshop,	  this	  course	  should	  inspire	  you	  to	  learn	  
something	  new	  in	  a	  fun	  and	  creative	  way.	  Each	  lesson	  covers	  a	  range	  of	  themes,	  from	  the	  
fundamentals	  of	  Photoshop,	  to	  combining	  colour,	  texture	  and	  mixed	  media	  with	  your	  
fashion	  illustrations.	  You	  will	  learn	  a	  range	  of	  techniques	  by	  following	  the	  step-‐by-‐step	  
tutorials,	  starting	  with	  the	  fundamentals	  of	  Photoshop.	  
	  
Please	  note,	  the	  tutorials	  have	  all	  been	  created	  in	  Photoshop	  version	  CS6,	  however	  many	  of	  
the	  tools	  and	  settings	  are	  equally	  applicable	  to	  earlier	  versions	  Photoshop.	  
	  
ABOUT	  THE	  INSTRUCTOR	  
Erica	  Sharp	  is	  a	  freelance	  fashion	  and	  lifestyle	  illustrator	  from	  London,	  UK.	  Her	  illustrations	  
are	  a	  combination	  of	  hand-‐drawn,	  mixed	  media	  and	  digital	  elements,	  as	  well	  as	  handcrafted	  
collages	  and	  paintings.	  Erica	  has	  illustrated	  for	  a	  variety	  of	  different	  projects	  and	  clients,	  
including	  Anova	  books,	  National	  Magazines	  Company,	  Action	  Sports	  Media,	  and	  A	  &	  C	  Black	  
Ltd.	  She	  is	  inspired	  by	  fashion,	  travel	  and	  nature.	  
	  
COURSE	  OUTLINE	  
View	  individual	  lesson	  outlines	  below.	  
	  
LESSONS	  
	  
Lesson	  1:	  Fundamentals	  
	  
How	  to	  scan,	  clean	  and	  retouch	  a	  freehand	  illustration	  
	  
This	  video	  tutorial	  shows	  you	  how	  to:	  

• Scan	  a	  hand-‐drawn	  colour	  illustration	  
• Clean	  up	  blemishes	  
• Adjust	  the	  colour	  and	  contrast	  
• Ensure	  the	  scan	  looks	  as	  close	  to	  the	  original	  as	  possible	  

	  
	  
Retouching	  an	  illustration	  using	  the	  Clone	  Stamp	  tool	  
	  
This	  video	  tutorial	  shows	  you	  how	  to:	  

• Retouch	  more	  complicated	  details,	  such	  as	  textured	  paper	  backgrounds	  
	  
Lesson	  2:	  Colour	  
	  
Create	  layers	  and	  apply	  colours	  with	  the	  brush	  tool	  
	  
This	  video	  tutorial	  shows	  you	  how	  to:	  

• Prepare	  a	  scanned	  line	  drawing	  for	  adding	  colour	  



	  

• Use	  layers	  to	  add	  colour	  with	  the	  Brush	  tool	  
	  
Lesson	  3:	  Paths	  
	  
Creating	  a	  path	  with	  the	  Pen	  tool	  to	  add	  colour	  
	  
This	  video	  tutorial	  shows	  you	  how	  to:	  

• Create	  a	  path	  or	  outline	  using	  the	  Pen	  tool	  
• Add	  colour	  to	  your	  image	  after	  tracing	  a	  path	  
• Create	  sections	  of	  colour	  more	  precisely	  
• Edit	  colours	  and	  shapes	  in	  a	  wide	  variety	  of	  ways	  

	  
How	  to	  colour	  a	  full	  illustration	  using	  paths	  
	  
This	  video	  tutorial	  shows	  you	  how	  to:	  

• Quickly	  add	  colour	  using	  the	  Pen	  tool	  to	  create	  anchor	  points	  
	  
Lesson	  4:	  Textures	  
	  
Applying	  fabric	  elements	  to	  a	  drawing	  
	  
This	  video	  tutorial	  will	  show	  you	  how	  to:	  

• Use	  fabric	  elements	  to	  add	  texture,	  layers	  and	  volume	  to	  your	  illustrations	  
• Convey	  cut,	  pattern	  and	  shape	  of	  clothing	  in	  your	  artwork	  

	  
Lesson	  5:	  Mixed	  Media	  
	  
Combining	  photographs	  and	  digital	  colour	  in	  a	  photomontage	  
	  
This	  video	  tutorial	  will	  show	  you	  how	  to:	  

• Use	  Photoshop	  to	  create	  a	  photomontage	  
• Add	  digital	  colour	  to	  your	  photomontage	  

	  
Lesson	  6:	  Patterns	  
	  
Creating	  a	  hand-‐drawn	  repeat	  pattern	  
	  
This	  video	  tutorial	  will	  show	  you	  how	  to:	  

• Scan	  your	  repeat	  pattern	  artwork	  for	  digital	  editing	  
• Edit	  your	  pattern	  within	  Photoshop	  

	  
Applying	  repeat	  patterns	  to	  a	  fashion	  drawing	  
	  
This	  video	  tutorial	  will	  show	  you	  how	  to:	  

• Incorporate	  your	  pattern	  in	  a	  fashion	  illustration	  
	  



	  
	  
	  
	  



	  

The Creative University (CU) is an online education programme from F&W Media International (home of the award-

winning David & Charles publishing imprint). For over 50 years, F&W has helped creative people become more 

inspired, more innovative and more successful through industry-leading books and digital products. 

CU provides e-learning opportunities for busy creative professionals, on your own schedule and at your own pace. 

Our online courses explore topics that are key to your career growth and success, or that just help you progress in 

your chosen hobby and realize your creative goals. 

How does CU study work? 

CU combines world-class instruction with the convenience and immediacy of the internet to create a state-of-the-

art learning environment. Our online courses take place in a virtual classroom, where you can download the lesson 

materials, complete the exercises and assignments, watch the instructional videos, and share ideas and solutions 

with other students on the discussion boards. In short, you get all of the benefits of a traditional training setting 

with none of the drawbacks of having to attend an inflexible course in a conventional classroom. No special 

software or plug-ins are required – all you need is an email address and access to the internet. 

Best of all, there’s no schedule but your own. Within each session you determine the best time to attend the class 

and participate in discussions and interactions. In the evening; after work; once the children are in bed; at the 

weekend; on your day off – you can participate in a CU course when and where it suits you.  

Understanding CU course types 

Our training is offered in three different formats: 

Instructor-led courses 

Our instructor-led courses have a fixed start date and run for a specified period  (e.g. three weeks, six weeks or 

more). Led by an expert in their field, the real benefit of these courses is that you will have direct access to the 

instructor for the duration of the course, to answer questions and to provide personalized feedback on your 

assignments, week by week.  

Key features  

• Class numbers limited to small, manageable numbers 

• Each week, download the new lesson at any time, and save to study offline when the live course is over 

• Personal feedback from the instructor – frequent, timely and constructive suggestions you can put to use 

right away 

• Connect online with your instructor, share insights with other students and ask questions via a dedicated 

classroom discussion board 

• At the end of the course, receive a certificate citing your successful completion 

Self-paced courses 

Our self-paced courses are ideal for students who cannot commit to a specific start date and want to pick up a 

course when they have time. These courses run continually – students who register are granted access for a 



	  

specified number of weeks from enrolment. You get the all benefits outlined above with the exception of the 

instructor interaction and feedback. 

Independent study courses 

Our independent study courses are delivered offline. Once purchased, you will download the lesson materials that 

can be studied at any time. You will not have access to the virtual classroom and its interactive elements – you will 

simply receive the core lesson materials from which to study independently. 

Course Software Requirements 

Our courses are run on the Blackboard interface, which has been designed for ease of use. For PC users, Internet 

Explorer 7 or 8 and Firefox 3.5 or 3.6 are recommended. For Mac users, Safari and Firefox are recommended. Some 

users have encountered issues when accessing Blackboard using Chrome. (We do not recommend using AOL’s 

built-in browser or any other internet service provider’s proprietary browser, as certain functions may be 

restricted.) You can see the Blackboard system’s current browser recommendations here. Because we regularly 

upgrade the site and add features, we recommend always using the most current browser version available for your 

system to make sure that you can take advantage of enhancements as they are made. If you need to upgrade your 

browser, go to your browser manufacturer’s website and download the most recent version. 

You will also need an email account to receive registration confirmations and other announcements (email is not 

used for class communications). Most lessons include assignments in the form of Word documents (.doc files), so 

you will need word processing software to complete them. If you’re a Mac user and do not have Microsoft Word or 

any other word processing software, the free Open Office suite is a good option. You may also be able to use the free 

Google Docs to view and edit Word documents. You also need the free Adobe Reader (or Preview, which comes with 

Mac computers, or another PDF viewing program) to view PDFs. All of the course materials and reading assignments 

are viewable online and downloadable in PDF format. 

Class Confirmation 

You will receive email notification of acceptance of your registration within two business days of registration, with 

notification of the activation of your user account and details regarding use of the Blackboard interface. IMPORTANT: 

You will not be able to access your course on the Blackboard interface until the course start date. If you have any 

issues or do not receive your confirmation email please contact us at customerservices@creativeuniversity.co.uk. 

‘Attendance’ and Assignments 

These are not academic classes; you will not be graded on either your attendance or your assignments. However, 

you will get the most out of your course if you participate fully. This means doing all of the assigned readings, 

’attending’ lectures and participating in all group discussion areas. A certain amount of flexibility is an element of 

the asynchronous design of these courses. There is no set time that you need to be online to take part in any of the 

scheduled activities; you can log on at 3am if that’s the best time for you. You will be given ample time to do all of 

the readings and assignments, but within each module of the course there will be certain deadlines that should be 

adhered to. 



	  

Degree Credits 

These online courses are not graded, and we do not confer any type of academic credit. However, many colleges 

and universities do accept non-accredited distance education course work on a case-by-case basis. This decision is 

solely at the discretion of the undergraduate programme to which you apply and enquiries should be directed to 

that programme’s administrative staff. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

We have compiled answers to some of the most Frequently Asked Questions below. If you aren’t able to find the 

answer you are looking for, please feel free to contact us by email at customerservices@creativeuniversity.co.uk for 

more information. 

Q. When do classes ‘meet’? What if I can’t get online then? 

A. Getting to class ‘on time’ is never a problem with Creative University. All course components are asynchronous, 

which means you can log on at your convenience, day or night, to participate. Students from across the country and 

around the world communicate with each other and the instructor by posting comments and questions in 

designated discussion areas. When you’re ready to attend your class, you simply log on to the site, visit the various 

student areas, post your questions/responses/comments to the ongoing discussions, read the lesson material, or 

submit your assignment to your instructor. 

Q. How much time will I need to give to the course? 

A. Students should allow around 2–5 hours per week to read materials, complete assignments and interact with the 

instructor. A student’s knowledge base of the topic and previous experience may allow him or her to move quicker. 

But have no fear, instructors are available to help students grasp the knowledge and gain the wanted skill set. 

Q. If I do not live in the United Kingdom, will I still be able to participate in the courses? 

A. Yes, we have students from all over the world. Since the courses don’t meet at any specific time of day (see 

above), you can log on at any time of day or night. 

Q. Are my assignments/exercises private? 

A. Yes. Assignment/exercises are submitted directly to the course instructor. The Blackboard system contains a 

feedback area where your instructor will make comments on your work and where you may post follow-up 

questions for your instructor’s response. No one but you and your instructor will have access to your submissions. 

Quizzes are automatically ‘graded’ as you complete them – after answering a question, you will see if your answer is 

right or wrong, as well as an explanation for the correct response. But if you have questions or messages you’d like 

to share with the whole class, you can post to the discussion board, which is public. 

Q. What if I know I won’t be able to ‘attend’ a lesson during the course. Can I make up the work? 

A. Yes. You may access all lesson materials for the duration of the course session. As long as you turn in your 

assignments before the end of the course, there’s no penalty for being ‘late’ with an assignment. (Our 

assignment/exercise and quiz due dates are simply guides to help you pace your studies and get a timely response 

from your instructor.) If you know ahead of time that you won’t have access to a computer during a part of the 

session, you can complete the assignment early or let your instructor know you’ll be completing it later. 



	  

Q. Can I email my instructor directly? What if I want to call him or her? 

A. Email is not a primary communication tool for these courses. All interaction takes place within the Blackboard 

interface. If you have a general question feel free to post it in the discussion board for the instructor and your fellow 

students. However, if you have a private question you only want to ask the instructor post it in the ‘Ask the 

Instructor’ section of the course. In order to protect our instructors’ privacy, telephone calls are not permitted. 

Q. Can I take more than one course at a time? 

A. Of course, if it makes sense and if you’re able to make the time commitment. However, if you take on more than 

you can realistically handle, you won’t get as much from the experience. 

Q. What if I have computer problems and can’t get on the internet? Will you accept late assignments? 

A. You can submit assignments/exercises and quizzes any time during the duration of the course. But if you are 

unable to ‘attend class’ for an extended period, you can contact us at customerservices@creativeuniversity.co.uk. 

We aren’t able to offer computer repair advice, but we will be able to offer you alternative solutions to getting your 

work completed. If your system failure forces you to drop out of a course, our standard refund policy will be applied 

(see Registration and Cancellation Policies for details). 

Indemnity 

By agreeing to purchase a Creative University course, students indemnify and keep indemnified both the CU and the 

individual course instructor against any loss, injury or damage occasioned to the student and other parties that 

may arise as a result of the information contained within the course material or any other CU literature. The 

indemnification shall extend to any legal costs, expenses and compensation costs. This indemnity shall survive the 

termination of the course. 

Help 

For more information on administrative policies, or to speak to our administrative or technical support staff, please 

email us at customerservices@creativeuniversity.co.uk.  


